Child Protection Policy

It is Ringling College of Art and Design’s policy to take all appropriate steps to protect the
health and welfare of the children who come to the Ringling College campus and of children
with whom our employees, volunteers and students interact in other locations. Ringling
College of Art and Design will comply with all applicable reporting laws.

Under Florida law, all faculty and staff are required to report suspected abuse, abandonment,
or neglect of a child under age 18 by any individual, regardless of if the person is a parent,
legal guardian, or unknown individual to include but not limited to a parent, legal custodian,
caregiver or other person responsible for the child’s welfare which includes a person who has
permanent or temporary care or custody or responsibility for the supervision of such child
(including any employee of the College) or any household or family member of the child.
Additionally, faculty and staff are further required to report if a child is in need of supervision



Ringling College sponsors a number of programs for children. The College requires that
children in these programs be appropriately supervised by adults with the proper training and
credentials, and subject to criminal background check clearances as required by Florida state
law and the College. All program adults (paid staff or volunteers) must receive appropriate
information in maintaining professional boundaries at all times when working with children in
the program (See Appendix A below).

REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

A. Florida Law mandates the reporting of any suspected child abuse, abandonment or
neglect. Anyone who has reason to believe that a child has been subjected to abuse,
abandonment or neglect must immediately report to the Florida Department of
Children and Families by one of the following methods: (1) call the Florida Abuse
Hotline at 1-800-962-
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https://reportabuse.dcf.state.fl.us/
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C. Any faculty or staff member who has reasonable cause to suspect that a child died as a
result of child abuse, abandonment, or neglect must report his or her suspicion to the
appropriate medical examiner.

D. “Mandatory Reporters” in Florida are defined as: social workers, teachers and other
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e Be aware of the impact of your words and
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